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Today is Safeguarding Sunday. It is an 
opportunity that we take annually to 
reflect on our safeguarding practice, 

to ask for Godõs strength, wisdom 
and guidance for our future as we 
seek to be a safer Church. But also, 
today, on behalf of the Church of 
England to solemnly repent for our 

part in providing a culture where 
such terrible abuses could happen.  
 
It will not have escaped your notice 
this week that the Independent 

Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse 
(IICSA) has been published and it 
makes shocking and heart-breaking 
reading. Ultimately, its heaviest 
criticism is that we (the Church of 
England across the Nation) have 
created a culture where abusers 
"could hideó and that "alleged 
perpetrators were often given more 
support than victimsó. That is a very 
difficult statement to read. But if 
change is going to happen we must, 
first, listen and hear the pain of those 
whose lives have been blighted by the 
actions and inactions of others.  
 
There will be (and have already been) 
many lessons learnt and vastly 
improved practises, systems and 
resourcing for this vital area - but 
there is still much that, especially the 
national structures of the Church, 
need to do. You will continue to hear 
the implications of this in the national 
news. But the Church of England can 
only improve in this area if we, in the 
parishes, ensure we play our part in 
making our churches as safe as they 
possibly can be so that all can flourish 
and thrive in faith and love.  
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The most important thing we can do 
is, if we have concerns, to raise them 
with the PSR. It takes all of us to 
cooperate together, to be vigilant and 
alert and not settle into complacency. 

In order to assist 
us and keep us 
focused Lystra, as 
you will know, is 
our PSR 
(Safeguarding 
Representative) 
and has been 
working with me 

and the PCC to move us towards best 
practise through the Safeguarding 
Dashboards provided by the Diocese. 
She is assisted by Julian who helps with 
administering DBS checks and 
applications.  

 
Sometimes Safeguarding is seen as a 
way of keeping people out; of 

excluding people. All are welcome but 
we need to therefore ensure that 
everyone is safe. This prayer expresses 
it well.  
 
Loving God, 
 
We pray that this church may be a 
place of welcome, security and 
compassion.  Keep us watchful yet 
caring, trusting yet ready to question, 

that all who worship here may do so 
in safety and in the knowledge of your 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Rev Chris 
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Online Worship  
SUNDAY 

Morning 
Service 

9.30 am   

ēweĔre openĔ you are most welcome to join with us in church 
but it is essential that you book by calling Jules 01752 344632 

Face masks are obligatory in church  
(available in church) 

Evening  
Prayer 

7pm  Meeting ID:  

815 8690 3810  

Online Worship  
WEEK DAYS 

Morning Pray-
er  (Every Day) 

9.00 am  Meeting ID:  

868 2734 8545  

Passcode: 159920  

Compline  

(Tue & Thu) 

7pm   

Click Icon 

to go to 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB9qfAZK6AuoXyut85pMRVA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521

