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Yesterday - August 15th - marked 75 
years since VJ day and the effective 
end of world War 2.  
 
Marking the end of a war is a strange 
sort of commemoration. There are a 
mix of emotions - for all the relief, joy 
and natural sense of celebration that 
this 
destruction, 
death and 
fear is now 
over, there is 
exhaustion, 
grief for 
those lost and the hard work of 
rebuilding that needs to continue. A 
poignant yet unusual marking of 75 
years since VE day, happened in May 
during lockdown but VJ day, though 
more final in its declaration, is often 
missed. It is probably true too that for 

many in Britain, 
things were 
beginning to feel 
over in May, 
despite the fact 
that many troops 
continued to fight 
until Aug 10th and 

served well into the autumn and 
beyond dealing with the aftermath of 
the conflict.  
 
The initial rejection of the Potsdam 
declaration by the Japanese 
Government at the end of July 1945 
pushed the Allied Forces, particularly 
the Americans, hard who resorted to 

the use of the newly developed 
infamous atomic bombs on 6th and 
9th August that devastated Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. This almost certainly led 
to the Japanese acceptance of the 
Potsdam declaration, the end of the 
war in Japan 
and therefore 
the end of 
World War 2. 
Formalities 
took place in 
September 
but this day 
has been remembered since then.  
 
As we commemorate this day we will, 
of course rightly, want to honour the 
memory of those who gave their lives 
and thank God for them, to be 
thankful that the end of this conflict 
has allowed freedom and democracy 
to flourish during the 20th and 21st 
Centuries. But is also a 
devastating reminder of the cost at 
which it has come and the importance 
with which we must honour and value 
our democracy and commit 
ourselves to work hard for peace 
without, we pray, there ever being 
cause to use such devastating force 
again.  
 
Jesus said "Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God." As we remember 75 
years since VJ day may we recommit 
ourselves to be peacemakers through 
his Kingdom.  
 

Rev Chris 
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Online Worship  
SUNDAY 

Morning 
Service 

9.30am   

ēweĔre openĔ you are most welcome to join with us in church 
but it is essential that you book by calling Jules 01752 344632 

Face masks are strongly encouraged in church  

Evening  
Prayer 

7pm  Meeting ID:  

836 5634 7462 
Passcode: 204515  

Online Worship  
WEEK DAYS 

Morning Pray-
er  (Every Day) 

9.30am  Meeting ID:  

752 0906 6000 
Password: 045278 

Compline  

(Tue & Thu) 

7pm  Meeting ID:  

752 0906 6000 
Password: 045278 

Click Icon 

to go to 

MORNING PRAYER 

AND COMPLINE  

WILL RESUME IN NEXT WEEK 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB9qfAZK6AuoXyut85pMRVA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
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On VJ day yesterday, Royal Marine Ben 
Smith of 30 Commando Regiment 
cried the cry for peace from the top 
of our church tower. This was 
followed by the 75 tolls of our church 
bells. A huge thank you to David Trout 
(tower captain) and our Eggbuckland 
band of ringers for making this happen 
and enable the commemoration of 
such a significant milestone even in 
the midst of the Covid restrictions.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OYEZ! OYEZ! OYEZ! 
 

VICTORY IN EUROPE 
WAS ON THE EIGHTH DAY OF MAY 
NOW ITõS AUGUST FIFTEENTH, 

SO WHAT OF THIS DAY? 
JAPANõS NOW SURRENDERED, 

AND TOLD TO òLAY DOWN ITõS ARMS. 
GO BACK TO YOUR FACTORIES, 
OFFICES, AND FARMS.ó 

BUT IN SINGAPORE. THAILAND. 
AND BURMA, NO LESS 
OUR ôFORGOTTEN ARMYõ 

STILL HAD TO CLEAR UP THE MESS 
WE MUSTNõT FORGET 

THE WAR IN THE FAR EAST, 
OR THE LIVES WHICH WERE LOST, 

BEFORE THE BATTLES WERE CEASED. 
THREE QUARTERS OF A CENTURY 
HAVE PASSED SINCE THOSE DAYS 

AND LIFE HAS MOVED ON, 
IN SO MANY WAYS. 

SO AUGUST FIFTEENTH 
BECAME A DAY OF CELEBRATION 

AS JAPAN AGREED 
TO THE POTSDAM DECLARATION. 
AND ON SEPTEMBER SECOND, 

AT LAST IT WAS DONE. 
THE WORLD WAR WAS OVER, 
THE BATTLEõS BEEN WON. 

V.J. DAY, 
IS A DAY TO BE CHERISHED 

WHEN WE REMEMBER 
ALL THOSE WHO HAVE PERISHED 
STAND PROUDLY MY COUNTRY, 
STAND PROUDLY WITH BRITAIN 

DWELL ON THIS CRY, 
SO PROUDLY WRITTEN 

THIS KINGDOM NEVER GAVE UP, AND 
IT MUST NEVER FORGET! 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN  
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Weekly 
Reflections 
from the 
Editor 
It is to be hoped that the treatment 
of the Japanese to their Prisoners of 
War will never be forgotten.  Well 
documented in films and books, the 
atrocities were almost unimaginable. 
Torture, starvation, and slave labour 
in unbearable conditions, only 

alleviated by death.  And yet it strikes 
me that there has been considerable 
forgiveness - far in excess of that 
which has been shown for the 
actions of our forebears against the 
black slaves and for which, although 
we cannot be deemed directly 
attributable, many would still wish us 
to feel responsible and guilt-ridden.  
 
Whilst the atomic bombs that 
brought the war to an end caused 
horrific loss of life, there is no doubt 
that the lives of many prisoners of 
war were saved as a result and how 
many would ultimately have returned 
home is anyoneõs guess. 
 
One prisoner of war who survived 
internment was the late Rev Charles 

Whitfield, our Vicar here in 
Eggbuckland from 1968 to 1990.  
Charles was only a 
young teenager, a 
boy scout, in Hong 
Kong when 
hostilities there 
began and he was 
arrested whilst 
delivering messages 
for the Allied Forces on his bicycle.   
 
He was incarcerated for four years, 
one of seven men sharing a small 
room and it was here that he was 
greatly influenced by Alaric Rose, the 
Dean of Hong Kong, who he said 
gently steered him towards thoughts 
of the priesthood.  I think he even 
began some form of study or note-
making because he told me that the 
reason for his small hand writing was 
a lack of paper during the internment 

apart from that used for cigarette roll
-ups upon which he wrote! 
 
After the war, Charles was accepted 
for ordination training at St Peterõs 
College, Oxford and Ridley Hall, 
Cambridge and he was Ordained in 
1951.  There is little doubt that it was 
his faith that saw him through the 
wartime ordeal and was so seemingly 
unaffected thereafter.   
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There was never any apparent sense 
of bitterness and, indeed, when 
interviewed in retirement, he said he 
was still learning to accept people, 
not necessarily approving of their 
behaviouréééééHe said it was 
vital to accept ourselves as well 
because the two things go together 
and he cited Jesus linking them 
together when telling us to love our 
neighbours as well as ourselves.  
Charles said, òYou often hear the first 
part of that preached upon, but 
seldom the second.ó 
  
Those who survived and came home 
from the Far Eastern campaign were 
the fortunate ones, and so many, as in 
the case of Charles, seemed to relish 

the fact, appreciating and making the 
most of their freedom after the 
darkest of times. 
 
I wonder what they would think of 
the latest pronouncements with 
which we are being bombarded 
advising how to cope with a few days 
of hot weather?  Isnõt it common 

sense to drink plenty of fluids, wear a 
wide-brimmed hat, particularly if thin 
on top, protect the skin with barrier 
creams and draw curtains, etc, etc?  
Itõll soon not be safe to get out of 
bed in the morning ð which reminds 
me, there is a correct way to do 
thatééé.   
 
There has certainly been mixed 
emotions this week as A Level results 
have been released.  No system of 

assessment as an alternative to 
exams can possibly be perfect or 
please everyone.  However, despite 
all the furore, it seems that about 
two thirds of the pupils have received 
acceptable grades.  No doubt there 
will be a proportion of the others 
that are suspect but every year there 
are disappointments at the non-
attainment of predicted grades and it 
could just be that those who will not 
get their university places will be 
better off pursuing other forms of 
training and employment.  The 
numbers of those dropping out of 
university in recent years have been 
giving concern and it will be 
interesting to see how this yearõs 
intake will compare.  
 
 

Pat 


