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Joy!  
 
The candles on the advent wreath 
are filling up rapidly and today we 
reflect on John the Baptist who 
prepared the way for Jesus. In some 
other wreath schemes the third 
Sunday is sometimes known as 
Gaudete Sunday, which denotes joy. 
 
In our Service on a Page today we 
reflect on the importance, value and 
meaning of the absolution in our 
services - ultimately the response to 
the absolution is joy as we are 
declared forgiven. Whatever your 
week has been - whether challenging, 

positive or drudgery - joy comes 
from knowing who we are, not from 
the circumstances around us. As we 
enter this third week in Advent, 
preparing for Christmas, let us press 
into the joy we have through Jesus, 
regardless of what lies ahead in this 
week. This is not easy but knowing 
that Jesus is with us and for us, helps 
us face whatever comes our way.  
 

This last week we were involved in 
running our 'very merry Feast of Fun 
at homeõ in partnership with TPT and 

their amazing bunch of funders 
working with families who are finding 
things difficult, especially due to 
Covid. Working with our local 
schools, we have nearly doubled the 
number of families who we are able 
to support across the parish - 37 
families from 5 primary schools. Our 
committed teams at the Eggbuckland 
and Leigham bases worked really 
hard but would really appreciate a 
few more volunteers, especially at the 
Leigham base for when we do it in 
January. It is great fun and very 
rewarding.  
 
Have a great week - donõt forget to 
tune into our Lessons and Carol 
Service next Sunday evening on You 
Tube and Facebook  
 

With love and 

prayers  

 

Rev Chris 
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Online Worship  
SUNDAY 

Morning 
Service 

9.30 am   

Virtual  
Morning 
Coffee 

11.00am  Meeting ID:  

897 8499 1733 
Passcode: 171066  

Evening  
Prayer 

7pm  Meeting ID:  

815 8690 3810  

Passcode: 347018  

Online Worship  
WEEK DAYS 

Morning Pray-
er  (Every Day) 

9.00 am  Meeting ID:  

868 2734 8545  

Passcode: 159920  

Compline  

(Tue & Thu) 

7pm   

Click Icon 

to go to 

Church Hall  
Monday - Eddybear's Parent 
and toddler Group -  
Session 1ď9.30am &  
Session 2ď11.30am  
(booking essential)  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB9qfAZK6AuoXyut85pMRVA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521
https://www.facebook.com/groups/299576777689929/?source_id=135077296522521


п 

Weekly 
Reflections 
from the 
Editor 
 
I had hoped that by now the 
negotiations with the EU would have 
been completed and satisfactory 
agreements reached to go along with 
the trade deals already made, which 
include Canada, Japan and Singapore.  
It seems that certain nations which 

owe their very existence to Britain 
are not ôplaying the gameõ. 
 
So much excitement this week as roll 
out of the vaccines commenced, 
giving a lift to those whose freedom 
has been most affected.  A bit of a 
dampener, though, is the 
announcement that precautions and 
restrictions are expected to continue 
for up to another 12 months as the 
vaccine protects the recipient from 
the worst effects of infection but 
(probably) not others to whom they 
might pass it.  
 
These strange times we find 
ourselves in do throw up some odd 
situations.  The owner of Edwardõs 
Fudge Kitchen, with six stores across 

Devon, decided he would close them 
during ôlockdownõ because he did not 
consider them to be ôessentialõ.  
Upon applying to South Hams 

District Council for financial 
assistance under the Local 
Restrictions Support Grant which 
helps businesses ordered to close, he 
was told he had not needed to close 
and was, therefore, ineligible.  My 
question is, if he had remained open 
and was challenged to justify his 
decision, would his opinion then that 
fudge was an essential item have 
been accepted?  Even as someone 
who enjoys fudge (especially with 
clotted cream), I think I know what 
the inevitable answer would have 
been.   
 
A little highlight for us this week was 
to see a thrush in the garden, the 
first for some years.  It has returned 
on a few occasions despite the 
blackbirds showing some aggression 
and we hope it will become a regular 
visitor.  For those interested in such 
matters, there have been fewer blue 
tits and great tits coming to the 
feeders.  Apparently numbers are 
down this year because, due to the 
early warm spring, the arrival of 
fledglings and their main food source 
- caterpillars in the oak trees ð did 
not coincide. 
 

Pat 
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Reading: Matt 1:18 - 25  
 
Reflection 
 
One of the issues that many struggle with 
is one regarding identity. We often define 
ourselves by our past. The Christian faith, 
however, defines us by our future. And in 
particular the identity of one who has 
been forgiven by grace and granted 
Christ's riches by grace. 
 
That's why in our worship services, we 
usually have a confession - to remind us 
that we all share in the human condition 
of rejecting our creator and are guilty of 

usurping His authority in our lives. 
Sometimes we do this in big, obvious and 
even criminal ways; other times it is more 
subtle - an angry word, a lustful thought - 
Jesus in his teaching will explain this in 
more detail .  
 
This confession is always followed by what 
we call as shorthand - the absolution or 
the assurance of forgiveness.  
 
How can a minister in church be able to 
assure anyone in front of us of God's 
forgiveness? Have we got a hotline to 
heaven or are we simply that powerful? 
Neither. God has revealed to us in 

scripture, his plan to rescue the world 
from the sinfulness (rebellion against our 
creator). This would be in Jesus. Our gospel 
reading today identifies that Joseph and 
Mary were told to name him Jesus - 

because he would save his people from 
their sins. More than that Jesus would be 
the prophesied Immanuel - God with us.  
 
The purpose of this little story of Mary's 
faithful obedience and trust of God - even 
when it brought suspicion against her and 
Joseph's faithful obedient trust of God 
through the dream, even when his mind 
(and maybe friends) raised doubts, is to 
show us that the one who will bring us 
forgiveness - Jesus - was born into a 
normal human family in a supernatural 
way. That he was fully human but also, and 
paradoxically, fully divine.  
 
It is because of who Jesus is - his life, 
death and resurrection - his purpose, that 
we can know and declare that we are 
forgiven and that this is to be our core 
identity. 
An 
identity 
that 
brings life, 
hope and 
future in 
eternity, and because of that, now too.  


